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The Moscow Urban Renewal Agency is pleased to provide you with this annual report for calendar year 2008.  This past 
year has certainly been a busy and productive one for the Agency.  Our accomplishments for 2008 include the creation of 

Moscow’s second urban renewal district, Legacy Crossing.  The completion of the Legacy Crossing plan required a substantial 
public planning process and the new plan represents a significant opportunity to improve the quality and cohesiveness of our 
community.  

In addition to our work on Legacy Crossing, we also continued to promote our first urban renewal district, Alturas 
Technology Park, as the place to be for our growing high-tech companies.   We have also made numerous organizational 
improvements this year that have set the stage for the Agency to continue creating and supporting community oriented 
economic development projects.  

All of this progress could not have been made without the ongoing dedication of the Agency Commissioners.  Thank you 
to all of the Commissioners who served during 2008 for their hard work, innovation, and commitment to improving the 
Moscow community.  The time you dedicate to the Moscow Urban Renewal Agency will certainly benefit both current and 
future generations.

I would also like to thank all of the City of Moscow staff who supported the 
Agency during our busiest and most productive year to date.  Special mention 
goes to Gary Riedner, Don Palmer, Stephanie Kalasz, Jen Pfiffner, Sue Nelson 
and Ramon Nunez.  Your dedication to the Agency is very much appreciated.  
Finally, a well deserved thank you from all of the Commissioners goes out to 
Pat Raffee, our interim Agency director during 2008, who provided us with 
her unique insight and guidance to move our organization forward.

This year’s Moscow Urban Renewal Agency report includes a summary of our 
organizational development, brief overviews of both the Legacy Crossing and 
Alturas Technology Park urban renewal areas and a summary of our financial 
statements.  I am very pleased to report that the Agency is fiscally sound and 
in a great position to move ahead with our 2009 work plan.
 
As you read about our accomplishments and activities during 2008, know 
that we are dedicated to our mission: To promote and support projects which 
achieve sustainable economic growth, vitality and community enhancement.

John McCabe, Chair

The Chair’s Message
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GENERAL AGENCY UPDATE

In addition to managing Moscow’s two urban renewal districts, the Moscow 
Urban Renewal Agency made significant organizational improvements during 

2008.  

This year all of the Commissioners, the interim Agency Director, and select City 
staff participated in a day long strategic planning session.  The strategic planning 
session allowed the Commissioners to provide input on the purpose of the 
Agency, discuss projects in detail, formulate ideas for committees and provide 
input for ongoing staff support.  

One important outcome from the strategic planning process was the revised 
bylaws, that were approved on September 24, 2008.  These bylaws formalize 
Agency purpose, membership, committee operations, meeting protocol and 
staff support. The Agency also improved its meeting management by creating a 
new agenda format and establishing a regular bimonthly meeting schedule.  

During 2008 the Agency also developed 
a new logo and web site, both of which 
will be released during the first quarter 
of 2009.  All of these organizational 
improvements set the stage for the 
Agency to pursue another successful year.

COMMISSIONERS & SUPPORT

John McCabe | Chair

John Weber | Vice Chair

Robin Woods | Secretary

Steve Drown | Commissioner

Tom Lamar | Commissioner

Jack Nelson | Commissioner

Brandy Sullivan | Commissioner

Travis Cary | Executive Director

The Agency

Visit the Moscow Urban Renewal Agency web site at MoscowURA.com to view 
the official meeting minutes, agendas and much more.

MISSION STATEMENT

To promote and 
support projects 
which achieve 
sustainable 
economic 
growth, 
vitality &   
community 
enhancement.

CITY OF MOSCOW SUPPORT

Gary J. Riedner | City Supervisor

Don Palmer | Finance Director 

Stephanie Kalasz | City Clerk



AHA - Alturas Technology Park Business
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This year the Moscow Urban Renewal 
Agency accomplished a major 

milestone with the completion of the 
Legacy Crossing Urban Renewal District 
Redevelopment Plan, which formalizes the 
creation of Moscow’s second urban renewal 
district.  

The Legacy Crossing urban renewal 
district covers approximately 163 acres 
and includes a majority of the blighted 
and under-utilized properties located 
between Moscow’s historic downtown and 
the University of Idaho.  This monumental 
planning process started back in 2006 and 
required many months of public meetings 
and discussion.  The process included 
presentations to multiple taxing districts, 
a joint City Council and Agency workshop, and considerable 
coordination with City staff.  

The final plan was approved by the Agency on March 6, 2008 
and was adopted by the Moscow City Council June 2, 2008.  
The plan was then filed with the Idaho State Tax Commission, 

Alturas Technology Park is the first urban renewal district 
created by the Moscow Urban Renewal Agency.  Alturas 

was first created in 1996 and is currently home to several of 
Moscow’s premier high-tech companies.  

Although Alturas Technology Park has seen some recent 
construction activity, the Agency is still offering six 
additional vacant parcels that are fully serviced and ready for 
occupancy.  

Unfortunately, the recent economic downturn has delayed 
two prospective new developments within the park.  In one 
case the Agency had to repurchase a lot that was sold to a 
company that was unable to continue with their development 
plans.  

Fortunately, even with the setbacks with the cancelled land 
sales in 2008, the Alturas project remains fiscally sound 
and continues to contribute to the local economy.  A recent 
update prepared for the Agency reported that Alturas has 
created at least 200 local jobs with a wage range of $45,000-
$80,000, which is considerably higher than the average 
wages in Latah County.  

was determined to be in full compliance with the applicable 
Idaho Codes and received final state approval in August 2008.  

With the Legacy Crossing plan now in place, the Agency is 
prepared to pursue critical economic development projects 
that will bring new life, vitality, and opportunity to this 
important area of the City. 

LEGACY CROSSING URBAN RENEWAL DISTRICT

In addition, projects 
in Alturas have 
increased the tax 
base from $4.6 
million in 1995 
to $22 million in 
2008.  Alturas 
thus represents a 
fantastic economic 
development 
success story and 
offers a significant 
resource for the 
Moscow community.  

The Agency will 
now work toward developing a strategic marketing plan that 
focuses on selling the remaining lots in Alturas.  This plan will 
be implemented in the second quarter of 2009.  The Moscow 
Urban Renewal Agency is committed to this project and is 
well on its way to fulfilling the scheduled project closeout 
date of 2015.

ALTURAS TECHNOLOGY PARK URBAN RENEWAL DISTRICT

The Districts

Legacy Crossing Core Area



Travis Cary, Executive Director
Moscow Urban Renewal Agency

206 E Third Street | P.O. Box 9203
Moscow, ID 83843

P: 208.883.7007
tcary@ci.moscow.id.us

MoscowURA.com
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This section offers an overview of 
the Agency’s financial activities 

for fiscal year 2008.  We are pleased to 
report that the Moscow Urban Renewal 
Agency is fiscally sound.  A recent 
independent financial audit conducted 
by Presnell Gage, PLCC, has found that 
the Agency’s financial statements are in 
conformity with United Stated generally 
accepted accounting principles.  

At the end of the fiscal year dated 
September 30, 2008 the Agency’s 
total assets were $1,471,251, with total 
liabilities of $888,104, and total net 
assets of $583, 147.  In addition, the 
Agency’s total revenues were $283,220, 
with total expenditures of $223,884.  
Of these total expenditures, $85,150 
is current operating expenditures and 
$138,734 is related to principal and 
interest payments for debt service.

The revenues for the Agency are 
primarily derived from the property 
tax increment that is allocated to each 
urban renewal district, in addition to 
some limited income from Agency 
investments.  At this time the Agency is 
only receiving revenue from the Alturas 
district, as revenues from Legacy 
Crossing district are not projected 
to begin until 2010.  The Agency has 
seen a steady increase in the revenues 
generated from the projects in Alturas 
Technology Park.  The charts to the 
right outline the growth in property tax 
income and investment income over the 
past five years.

The complete audited financial 
statements for fiscal year 2008 are 
incorporated herein by reference and 
are available upon request.  Requests 
for complete audited financial 
statements for fiscal year 2008, or any 
other financial information related to 
the Agency, should be addressed to 
the MURA Treasurer, P.O. Box 9203, 
Moscow, Idaho 83843.

FY 2010 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
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Legal Compliance:
This annual report has been developed in conformance with Idaho Code §50-

2006, which requires an Urban Renewal Agency to file a report of its activities for 
the preceding calendar year, including a financial report setting forth its assets, 

liabilities, income and operating expenses as of the end of the fiscal year.

The Financials
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